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5. 0 F

S [
21st March 2023

8/F, Wu Chung House,

213 Queen’s Road East

Wan Chai

Hong Kong

Social Welfare Department

Director of Social Welfare

Miss LEE Pui-sze, Charmaine, JP

Dear Miss Lee,
Request for Amendment on Standardised Assessment Mechanism for

Residential Services for People with Disabilities regarding severely intellectually
disabled students with feeding tubes

We are writing to propose the above change on behalf of parents with kids who
are severely intellectually disabled with feeding tubes or have undergone a
Percutaneous Endoscopic Gastrostomy (PEG) operation. With the
advancement in medicine, PEG operation has evolved from a major operation
to a simple endoscopy procedure. Roughly speaking, there are currently around
170+ school kids having feeding tubes for their daily feeding (almost a quarter
of total number of kids in severely intellectually disabled schools). The
population of these kids is getting bigger and bigger.

Under current Standardised Assessment Mechanism for Residential Service for
People with Disabilities, kids who are severely intellectually disabled with
feeding tubes and once they graduate, they have ONE and ONLY ONE choice
of residential service 1.e. Siu Lam Hospital under Hospital Authority (HA). Siu
Lam Hospital is classified as Infirmary Service to cater for patients who require
very high nursing care need and hospitalisation. Whereas under Social Welfare
Department (SWD) there are other residential services like Care and Attention
Home for Severely Disabled Persons (C&ASD) which provides therapy
training, social and outdoor activity on top of normal nursing care. Sad to say
once our kids graduate, they are doomed to send to Siu Lam Hospital where
they are being held captive under four walls within a hospital.
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This kind of residential service arrangement is way different from those who are
just intellectually disabled. It has deprived the rights of our kids to develop
fairly/further and ignored their cognitive and social development needs. This is
not just a SWD’s issue, yet it is related to HA and has NOT been discussed in
Legislative Council. Here are the four main areas of concern:

1. Under current assessment procedure, the criteria of whether the applicant is
classified as “Very high nursing care need” is just based on the fact whether the
person is severely intellectually disabled and has a feeding tube. The assessment
has NOT taken into consideration the applicant’s cognitive ability, development
potential nor simplicity in handling feeding tube. The holistic care of these kids
should not be limited to purely hospitalisation but to include them into our
community. Does it mean both HA and SWD agree that these severely
intellectually disabled kids with feeding tubes do NOT require any social
inclusion and development but just hospital care? The assessment procedure is
very outdated and not in pace with current medical advancement.

2. As stated before, any kid/adult who is classified as “Very high nursing care
need” can only be admitted to Siu Lam Hospital as a patient for residential
service. However, there are quite a number of residents who are now staying in
C&ASD with nasal/PEG tubes for feeding. We parents strongly believe that
C&ASD do have the manpower and ability to look after our kids with nasal or
PEG tubes. Why should the existing SWD’s assessment procedure exclude these
kids from applying residential services in C&ASD? These feeding tube
kids/adults have already spent over 12 years in their primary and secondary
school period as boarders. Why would they be deprived of their opportunity
and are forced to go to an infirmary hospital as a patient after graduation. This
is a waste of HKSAR’s money for the 12-year special education resource for
these students.

3. Currently, kids age between 0 and 6 years old who are severely intellectually
disabled with feeding tubes are allowed to use pre-school with boarding service
which is being run by NGOs and is one of SWD’s rehabilitation services. Why
are our kids after 12 years of education and training ironically are NOT allowed
to use/apply for SWD’s residential service?

4. Different NGOs have been providing residential service to severely
intellectually disabled people. Why can’t SWD or NGOs extend their services
and take in those with feeding tube?
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Here are our parents' suggestions:

1. Allow feeding tube kids/adults to have a choice to go to C&ASD which is
SWD’s service. In short, it is absolutely necessary to change the existing
assessment mechanism like include applicants’ background, modernise scoring
criteria and application forms etc.

2. Review current infirmary service in accordance to rights of disabled persons
(e.g. social development, integration with community, quality of life, holistic
care .... etc). Appeal to Panel on Health Services and strengthen monitoring of
hospitals services. Please speak up for a group of underprivileged kids.

Yours sincerely,

Chairman of the Association of Parents of the Severely Mentally Handicapped
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